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COOPERATIVECONNECTION
Electricity, Necessity and Value

CO U N T RY M U S I C  A RT I ST M O R G A N  WA L L E N  CO U N T RY M U S I C  A RT I ST M O R G A N  WA L L E N  has a hit song, 
“More Than my Hometown,” where he sings: “I’m a same 
gas station cup of coffee in the morning.” This line describes 
many of our morning routines as we head to the office or job 
site … it’s simply how we start our day. We are creatures of 
habit, indeed.

As we all look for ways to save money in this age of increasing 
inflation, I think about my daily routine and how much value 
it provides me compared to the money I spend. A morning 
iced tea on-the-go costs me about $2.50, a takeout lunch sets 

me back $10 to $15 daily, and my monthly streaming service is around $80. All of 
these work-week expenses, when totaled up at the end of the month, come in at 
just about $300. And what is the real value? Short-term satisfaction and a larger 
waistline? 

Meanwhile, the average daily cost of electricity is about $4.48, and the average 
monthly electric bill for members of New Enterprise Rural Electric Cooperative 
(REC) is about $135. You could power your entire home every day for less than 
two iced teas. I could brew my own tea, cook my own meals, binge a series and 
run on a treadmill for less than the cost of those two drinks. Now to me, that’s 
real value. 

Electricity provides benefits we often take for granted. It goes well beyond 
short-term satisfaction by allowing us to charge devices, refrigerate food and 
heat water, all in a comfortable indoor climate. 

As a member-owned cooperative, New Enterprise REC prides itself on ensuring 
safe, reliable energy reaches your home, farm or business and that electricity 
remains a great value for you, our members.

The cost of electricity can fluctuate due to supply and demand, infrastructure 
investment, maintenance, and operational expenses. Weather patterns also 
impact both demand and generation costs and capabilities, with extreme 
conditions leading to heightened energy use or disruptions. Government 
policies and intervention in energy markets, such as subsidies for renewable 
energy, restrictions on the ability to build new dispatchable generation, taxes, 
and unrealistic requirements, shape and sometimes distort electricity costs 
as well. Your electric co-op considers all these aspects when adjusting rates, 
and because we’re a cooperative, we consider the impact of those costs on our 
members as well.

As our community continues to rely on electricity for nearly everything in our 
homes, schools, farms, and businesses, we need it to be reliable and affordable. 
You can be assured New Enterprise REC works each day to make sure electricity 
remains the best value for your money. 

Please be sure to stop in or give us a call and let us know how we are doing. 

MARK MORRISON
GENERAL MANAGER/CEO

MARK 
MORRISON
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Youth Tour 2024
BO B B I M C I LN AY, MEMBER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE

W H AT I S  YO U T H  TO U R ?  W H AT I S  YO U T H  TO U R ?  “A trip of a lifetime” is how some 
may describe it. 

The National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
began the program as “Youth Tour Week” in 1964. 
This past June, some 60 years later, cooperatives from 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey shared two motor coaches 
that left for Washington, D.C., with a total of 76 high school 
students on them.

Youth Tour offers students going into their senior year of 
high school the opportunity to visit the nation’s capital for a 
week and experience all of its beauty and history. Students 
learned about electric cooperatives, American history and 
U.S. government. They had the opportunity to see the U.S. 
Capitol, meet with legislative staffers, tour national monu-
ments and memorials, and visit the National Zoo and the 
Smithsonian museums. They also attended events where 
they had the chance to meet students from all around the 
country. There were approximately 1,700 students from 
42 states on Youth Tour this year. In addition to all these 

wonderful experiences, Youth Tour students end up making 
lifelong friends while learning about the importance of rural 
electrification.

This year, New Enterprise Rural Electric Cooperative 
sponsored seven students from Northern Bedford 
and Forbes Road high schools: Avery Aungst, Savanna 
Hershberger, Jabin Foor, Carley Stallmen, Haley Taylor, 
Raquel Ortega Davila, and Summer Palmer. When asked 
about their favorite part of Youth Tour, Avery said the 
Holocaust Museum and the Planet Word Museum; 
Savanna’s favorite place was Planet Word; Jabin’s was the 
Smithsonian; Haley’s was Planet Word; Raquel’s was the 
Smithsonian and Planet Word; and Summer’s was the 
Holocaust Museum and Planet Word. 

They enjoyed the whole week and everything that was 
offered. The students could not wait to tell others about 
this fantastic opportunity that they were fortunate enough 
to enjoy, and many are looking forward to going back in a 
few years to help with the tour. 

ASPIRING ADVOCATES:ASPIRING ADVOCATES: Students representing cooperatives in Pennsylvania and New Jersey visit the U.S. Capitol Building in Washington, D.C., 
to meet with legislative staffers and discuss policy concerns during Youth Tour. This year, New Enterprise Rural Electric Cooperative sponsored 
seven students from Northern Bedford and Forbes Road high schools.
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MONUMENTAL MOMENT:MONUMENTAL MOMENT: Jabin Foor, who represented New 
Enterprise REC on Youth Tour, sizes himself up against the 
Washington Monument.

REMEMBERING HISTORY:REMEMBERING HISTORY: Students representing New Enterprise 
Rural Electric Cooperative (REC) visit the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum during their weeklong visit to Washington, D.C., during 
Youth Tour. Shown, from left, are: Haley Taylor, Summer Palmer, Avery 
Aungst, Jabin Foor, Savanna Hershberger, Raquel Ortega Davila and 
Carley Stallmen.

ZOO CREW:ZOO CREW: New Enterprise REC delegates take one last photo 
together at the National Zoo before returning home after a week 
in Washington, D.C., for Youth Tour. Front row, from left: Summer 
Palmer, Savanna Hershberger, Avery Aungst, and Jabin Foor; back 
row, from left: Carley Stallmen, Raquel Ortega Davila, and Haley 
Taylor.

WE WILL BE 
CLOSED 
September 2

FOR LABOR DAY 
HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY HOLIDAY
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Yoo-Hoo … Where Are You?
Every year, New Enterprise Rural Electric Cooperative 

returns capital credits to active and inactive consumer-
members. We need your help to locate former members 
of the cooperative. Below is a list of people whose checks 
have not been cashed. We would like to find them and 

give them their money.
If you know someone on this list, please contact the 

office at 814-766-3221, 800-270-3177 or info@newenter-
priserec.com. 

Arline Backhus - Orrtanna, PA
Henry Backhus - Orrtanna, PA
Rebecca L Bair - Roaring Spring, PA
Adam Michael Baker - Hopewell, PA
Connie E Banks - Altoona, PA
Cynthia L Barlow - Buzzards Bay, MA
Barwick Poelestra Llc - Clinton, NC
Pamela J Beach - Hopewell, PA
James E Beck - Clearfield, PA
Tammy Beck - Hopewell, PA
Brenda Bicking - Dowington, PA
Carley Blough - Davidsville, PA
Joyce M Bonsall - Altoona, PA
John Boors - New Columbia, PA
James E Bowser Sr - Roaring Spring, PA
Carol A Brant - Saxton, PA
Pamela J Brazle - Martinsburg, PA
Robert Citron - Everett, PA
Dolores Coffman - Saxton, PA
Jennifer Cogan - Clearville, PA
Joel T Cogan - Clearville, PA
Isaac D Conley - Bedford, PA
Larry J Crooks Sr - Defiance, PA
Phyllis J Detwiler - Hopewell, PA
Jeremy W Diehl - Hopewell, PA
Mary M Diehl - Springfield, TN
Jean Dively - New Enterprise, PA
Michael A Dively - Altoona, PA
Roberta Dolbin - Altoona, PA
James R Dunn - Wells Tannery, PA
Jennifer Dunn - Wells Tannery, PA
Carol L Elchin - Spring Mills, PA
Kimberly B Eller - Roaring Spring, PA
Diane M Elliott - Robertsdale, PA
Richard Elliott - Robertsdale, PA
Sara Eshelman - New Enterprise, PA
Deborah E Ethridge - Wells Tannery, PA
Jeremiah Feathers - Roaring Spring, PA
Joseph S Finnegan - Altoona, PA
Christopher L Flowers - Raleigh, NC
Karn Flowers - Raleigh, NC
Michael A Fluke - Hopewell, PA
Lee Friedline - Bedford, PA
Ronald W Fries - Bellwood, PA

Thomas J Fries Jr - Bellwood, PA
Jere D Garman - Mohnton, PA
Susanna Garman - Mohnton, PA
Angela Gesser - Altoona, PA
William A Gesser - Altoona, PA
Katina R Gilliland - Three Springs, PA
Steve Gorman - Roaring Spring, PA
David W Grace - Bedford, PA
Helen M Greenland - Orbisonia, PA
Terry L Grum Jr - Breezewood, PA
Rocky Harding Sr - Hopewell, PA
Daren T Harr - Martinsburg, PA
Evelyn J Hipple - Kaneohe, HI
James D Hipple - Kaneohe, HI
Barry D Hoffman - Loysburg, PA
Melanie Hoffman - Loysburg, PA
Betty A Hoffman - Martinsburg, PA
Robert W Holsinger - Reedsville, PA
Lance Huffman - Altoona, PA
Teah Huffman - Altoona, PA
Gregory E Johnston - Little Rock, AR
Jacob Kaiser - Three Springs, PA
Virginia L Kaufman - Saxton, PA
Thomas S King - Harrisonville, PA
Shana B Kyler - North Little Rock, AR
Melissa A Lane - Hustontown, PA
Liberty Coal & Stone Co - Johnstown, PA
Eric Lofhjelm - Ijamsville - MD
James P Long - Altoona, PA
Michael Long - Altoona, PA
Joshua R Martin - Jacksonville, FL
Luis E Mateo - Bristol, PA
Idalia Mateo - Bristol, PA
Scott R Mcilnay - Latrobe, PA
Jason Mcintosh - Lilly, PA
Amber N Mcknight - Camp Hill, PA
Thomas L Mcmanus - Orbisonia, PA
David J Meade - Roaring Spring, PA
Melissa Meade - Roaring Spring, PA
John K Miller - Loysburg, PA
Kim Miller - Loysburg, PA
Marsha G Miller - Martinsburg, PA
Kate Mock - Roaring Spring, PA
Timothy Mock - Roaring Spring, PA

Caleb Musselman - Buffalo Mills, PA
Mary C Musselman - Woodbury, PA
Sabrena L Musselman - Bedford, PA
Paul A Musselman - Bedford, PA
Jackie Nagle - Laurel, MD
Donald Oldham - Martinsburg, PA
Jared Peck - Three Springs, PA
Bridget Pepple - Duncansville, PA
Kenneth E Poff Jr - Brogue, PA
David M Potchak - Missoula, MT
Victoria Potchak - Missoula, MT
Victoria Redinger - Martinsburg, PA
Estate Of Robert Reed - New Paris, PA
Jennifer Richardson - Cumberland, MD
Leonard Riehl - Loysburg, PA
Laurence Rissler - Roaring Spring, PA
Bertha G Rupert - Altoona, PA
John H Russell - Roaring Spring, PA
Rebecca Sawyer - Hopewell, PA
Keri R Schriever - Three Springs, PA
Paul Seville - Waterfall, PA
Jeffrey A Shaffer - Gettysburg, PA
Kimberly A Shaffer - Gettysburg, PA
Roger L Sheeder - McConnellsburg, PA
Roy J Souders - McConnellsburg, PA
Derrick L Stains - Three Springs, PA
Eugene R Strite - Chambersburg, PA
Melissa J Thomas - Hopewell, PA
Raymond C Twigg - Bedford, PA
Rick Wagner - Manns Choice, PA
Travis W Waite - Orbisonia, PA
Roy I Weaverling - Crestview, FL
Lynne Weaverling - Crestview, FL
Richard W Weyandt Jr - Williamsburg, PA
Katrina K Weyandt - Williamsburg, PA
Jean P Whetstine - Altoona, PA
Jennifer Wismeyer - Roaring Spring, PA
Shane M Wismeyer - Roaring Spring, PA
Stephen Yancey - Adamsville, AL
Ruth A Yancey - Adamsville, AL
Timothy Yingling - Martinsburg, PA
Jamie S Zonfrilli - Osterburg, PA
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