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It is finally here. Summertime. The 
nice weather is a welcome sight in-
deed. My hope is that we can all take 
advantage of some of the beautiful 
resources available for us to enjoy the 
summertime hobbies and adventures 
we love most. We are quite blessed 
to live in this region where the land-
scape provides so many wonderful 
outdoor activities. Hiking and biking 
trails, boating, kayaking, or fishing our 
many rivers, streams, and creeks and, 
of course, uncovering the pool in the 
backyard.  

We are busy with summer activities 
at the cooperative as well. This time  
of the year is prime for the coopera-
tive to tackle our list of construction 
projects. Every September, we evaluate 
our construction plan and fold it into 
the next year’s budget, highlighting 
system improvement projects that will 
improve the distribution system reli-
ability and resiliency for all. Although 
the weather is very warm, line crews 
are pushing forward with many pole 
and conductor replacements system-
wide. In the coming months, we will 
evaluate our progress and set goals for 
next year.  

Last summer, we began participating 
in the “electric shift” program. You 

may have seen the ads on TV during 
the summer months when tempera-
tures are on the rise and electricity de-
mand is at its highest. The goal of this 
program is to lower system electricity 
demand across the entire distribution 
system during peak energy consump-
tion times, typically between noon 
and 6 p.m. in the summer months, by 
shifting our energy consumption from 
peak times, or times of high electricity 
demand, to lower demand times, typi-
cally later in the evening. The cooper-
ative is billed a demand component on 
its electric bill each month, so if we can 
wait until early evening to wash and 
dry the clothes, run the pool pump, or  
run the dishwasher, when peak energy 
demand is lower, those efforts will help 
keep power costs in check for all. Once 
again, the membership is one of our 
best resources for the cooperative to 
help get the job done.  

Enjoy what is left of the summer. 
Stay safe and healthy out there, help 
your neighbors, and thank you for 
being a member of this great electric 
cooperative. As always, stop in or give 
us a call and let us know how we are 
doing.
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By Ella Gable, Intern

NEW BUSINESS: Marcy Smith, left, and Lisa 
Jay, right, stand surrounded by signs displaying 
words of encouragement at The Garage, a new 
business in Waterside.

The  
Garage
Marcy smith is a graphic designer 
who upcycles unique pieces of 
furniture and other items. “The 
Garage” is a place where she has 
partnered her business, Walnut Tree 
Lane, LLC, with her mom, Lisa Jay, 
and her business, The Rusted J, in 
Waterside. Lisa and her husband, 
Barry, are consumer-members of New 
Enterprise REC. On the outside, The 
Garage is in many ways what you 
might expect: plain construction with 
industrial concrete floors and plumb, 
cinder block walls. On the inside, 
the two naturally cooled bays offer 
a small break from stuffy summer 
days and life’s complications. You can 
comfortably stroll around discovering 
the perfect complements to your 
home décor.

Marcy describes her and her mom’s 
work as “artisan signs made out 
of wood and upcycled pieces that 
are hand-lettered with encouraging 
words to help people celebrate 
milestones and endure hardships.” 
They create beautiful pieces of 
artwork highlighting specific words 
and phrases that inspire people. The 
artwork can be displayed anywhere 
in a home or office to personalize the 
space. Customers can even come in 
and get a sign hand-lettered on the 
spot. Marcy hand paints each sign, 
letter by letter, without any stencils. 

Marcy decided to study graphic 
design because her passion has always 
been to create. Throughout her 
childhood, she would always paint and 
draw, and went to college to expand 
into digital designs. As a graphic 
designer, she creates logos, flyers, 
business cards and shirt designs. She 
also works full time as a web designer, 
creating school website designs. 

If you were to go into the homes of 
the people from our community, you 
most likely would find at least one 
if not more of samples of artwork by 
Marcy or her mom. 

“It warms my heart to see my work 
spread through the area I grew up!” 
she says.

If you have never seen Marcy’s work 
or have never been to The Garage, I 
would highly recommend that you 
go. Items on display at The Garage 
are carefully created to engage your 
imagination. You are invited to browse 
slowly and allow visions of your 
past and future to provide you with 
inspiration for your ideal, physical 
happy place. These are not just pieces 
of furniture. They are art. These pieces 
are meant to be publicly displayed 
in a home or office to encourage and 
motivate you to continue building a 
life that brings you joy. l



12c  |   AUG UST 2021  |   AUG UST 2021

Thunder and lightning storms are just a part of summer. During these storms, you 
may lose your electric power with a refrigerator full of food. If your home’s power is 
interrupted for two hours or less, losing perishable foods should not be a concern. 

When an outage is prolonged, it is time to decide when to save and when to toss 
food away. A digital quick-response thermometer can be one of the most useful tools 
you can wield in your battle to preserve food. The thermometer checks the internal 
temperature of the food, ensuring items are cold enough to eat safely. Use these food 
safety tips to help you minimize food loss and reduce the risk of foodborne illness: 

Refrigerator food
k  �Keep refrigerator doors closed as much as possible. An unopened refrigerator keeps 

food cold for about four hours. 
k  �If food (especially meat, poultry, fish, and eggs) has been exposed to temperatures 

above 40 degrees Fahrenheit for two or more hours, or has an unusual odor, texture, 
or color, get rid of it. Remember the American Red Cross food safety rule: “When in 
doubt, throw it out.” 

k  �Never taste food to determine its safety. 
k  �Use perishable foods first, then frozen food. 
k  �To keep perishable food cold, place them in a refrigerator or cooler and cover with ice. 

Frozen food 
k  �A full freezer stays colder longer. Freeze containers of water to help keep food cold 

in the freezer. If your water supply runs out, melting ice can supply drinking water. 
k  �If you keep the door closed, a full freezer keeps the temperature for approximately 48 

hours (24 hours if it is half full). 
k  �If food in the freezer is colder than 40 degrees Fahrenheit, is partially thawed, and 

has ice crystals on it, you can safely refreeze it. 
k  �Always discard frozen food items that may have come in contact with raw meat juices. 

Find more tips at FoodSafety.gov.

Keep your food safe Sales tax
Are you paying sales tax on your 

home electric bill? Take a look on your 
electric bill to be sure you aren’t pay-
ing this tax. It will be listed under the 
“Detail of Charges” as State Sales Tax.    

If you are being charged Pennsylva-
nia sales tax, we do not have a Penn-
sylvania Sales Tax Blanket Exemption 
Certificate on file. New Enterprise REC 
is required by the state to charge sales 
tax on any meter not having one of 
these forms on file.  

For your account to be tax exempt, 
one of the following reasons must apply:
k �Property is your primary residence
k �Property is a vacant rental property 

that you do not plan on renting again
k �Property is a vacation home
k �Property will be resold or rented in the 

ordinary course of purchaser’s busi-
ness conducted under a Pennsylvania 
Sales Tax License Number

k �Property will be directly used by 
purchaser in their: (circle one) man-
ufacturing operations, mining oper-
ations, farming operations, dairying 
operations, or shipbuilding operations, 
which are performed as a business.

k �Property will be directly used by pur-
chaser in the production, delivery, or 
rendition of public utility service and/
or construction, alteration, or mainte-
nance of public utility facilities other 
than buildings. Purchaser presently 
has on file with the Pennsylvania 
Public Utility Commission the follow-
ing Tariff of Rates: Enter full designa-
tion of latest Tariff of Rates:
PA P.U.C. No.
Supplement

k �Property will be used in organizational 
or institutional activities by purchaser 
which is a: (circle one) religious orga-
nization, volunteer firemen’s organiza-
tion, non-profit educational institution, 
or charitable organization holding a 
charitable exemption number

k �Other purpose (example: personal 
garage, etc.)
If you are paying sales tax and one 

of the above options applies to you, 
please call or come to the office for a 
Pennsylvania Sales Tax Exemption Cer-
tificate. This certificate is also on our 
website at newenterprise.com under 
“Member Service.”

As the sun heats the air, energy is created with air movement, and lightning typi-
cally comes from towering storm clouds. Fortunately, accidents involving lightning 
are very avoidable. Safe Electricity has the following suggestions to stay safe from 
the dangers of lightning:
k �There is no safe place from lightning when you are outside. Be aware of weather 

forecasts and watch for developing thunderstorms, which occur more often in 
spring and summer.

k �Lightning can strike many miles ahead of a storm front. If you hear thunder, 
seek shelter immediately, because that indicates lightning is within 10 miles 
of you. Safe shelters include inside a building or in an enclosed metal-topped 
vehicle.

k �If you are inside a building, the National Weather Service advises you to stay off 
corded telephones and away from any electrical device that could carry an electri-
cal surge if lightning entered into your home through wiring. Turn off or unplug 
such appliances, stay away from television sets, and do not depend on surge 
protectors to absorb a lightning strike. Conductors can also include the plumbing 
in your house.

k �Authorities warn against outdoor activities until 30 minutes after the last clap of 
thunder.

k �If a person is struck by lightning, call 911 and care for the victim immediately. 
You are not in danger of being shocked by the victim.

Stay safe from lightning –  
When thunder roars, go indoors!
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Locally owned businesses are 
the backbone of our community. With 
summer in full swing, now is the per-
fect time to make sure your building 
is equipped for maximum energy 
savings. 
k �LED lighting for your business allows 

you to maintain your preferred 
brightness levels while keeping ener-
gy costs low. And don’t forget about 
your outdoor lighting options as well 
as timers for automatic, overnight 
shutoff. 

k �Check any refrigeration to ensure it is 
running optimally and keeping items 
cool without setting the thermostat 
lower than necessary. Keep up with 
regular maintenance and freon refills 
to ensure safe and longer-lasting 
inventory. 

k �Electric motor-driven systems ac-
count for about 25% of all commer-

cial energy use. For larger operations, 
variable speed drives may be neces-
sary to optimize your energy con-
sumption. 

k �Unplug all unnecessary or unused 
appliances and electronic equipment. 
Many of these devices continue to 
draw power even when they are 
turned off. Advanced power strips are 
a smart, low-cost upgrade. 

k �Make sure your HVAC system is sized 
correctly for your business space. If 
it is not, this could lead to inefficient 
operation or insufficient cooling.  

These tips can help you lower your 
energy use while keeping your opera-
tions humming. 

New Enterprise REC knows that 
your bottom line is important when 
making these decisions about your 
business operations. l

Energy savings for your business


